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P E R F E C T  F O R Bi-fold doors have become a popular addition to many
homes with owners wanting to transform the look and
feel of their property by creating a bigger link to the
outdoors.
 Using bi-fold doors to open up the rear of the house
onto the garden is now the preferred option over
traditional sliding patio or French doors for many due
to the dramatic impact they deliver.
 But like any major home improvement project, bi-
fold doors can represent a big investment and is a
purchase that will last for many years to come. You
don’t want to pay over the odds, but you also don’t
want to be left with an inferior installation – so what
do you need to look out for?
 Here we look at the aspects you need to consider and
discuss with your potential supplier to ensure you are
getting exactly what you want at the price you want.
 Some choices will be subjective – such as colours or
material – but this guide will help you to make a
considered and informed decision to get the best value
from your purchase.
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A strong frame built with quality components is the essential starting point to make
sure your doors are fit for purpose, reliable and operate smoothly.
 The three main choices are timber, PVC-u and aluminium – the latter being far and
away the most popular material because of its superior strength, aesthetics and
durability.
 PVC-u bi-folds can be cheaper, but also less pleasing on the eye and require more
maintenance than aluminium.  
 Similarly, using timber can be more expensive and although you get a wonderful
aesthetic, they also tend to need more looking after year on year. Both can suffer
from heat expansion issues.
 Aluminium, meanwhile, can be used in much wider expanses with bigger door
sizes. Due to its strength, it can also allow the frames to be much thinner and so will
not encroach on the glazed area so much. This ensures maximum light coming into
your home. It also deals with expansion better.
 There are many suppliers to choose from these days, all of whom provide high-
quality products throughout the UK. Search online for Aluk, Smart or Origin as
three of the biggest suppliers to compare the products on offer.

N O M A D I C   |   2 4



D
ES

IG
N

O
PT

IO
N

S

Decisions, decisions! There are so many things to think about when it comes to
choosing your bi-fold doors. How many panes do you want? Do you want them
to open left to right or right to left? Do you want them to open inwards or out?
 Well, you can have the doors divided into two, three, four, five or six panes to
cater for openings from 1.5metres up to 6metres wide. Of course, this then
means there are multiple configurations for where your doors will open. You
could have them sliding from one end to group together at the other or have
them split down the middle maybe.
 There is also the option of having one of the panes operate like a traditional
door as well, so you can access your garden without having to open all of the
panes all the time. This can be especially useful in winter or if you’re just
popping in and out.
 One other consideration when deciding on the configuration of your bi-folds is
where your furniture is placed inside your home as you will want to avoid any
obstacles when opening and closing.
 Internal and external floor levels can also help you to determine where your
threshold will be and whether there are any obvious obstructions to avoid. It is
often possible to achieve a flush floor finish, which both looks great and avoids
any trip hazards.
 Some systems are able to offer concealed handles, which give a sleek design and
take up less room. This allows the doors to open and fold back more completely.
 At Rayleigh Glass, we use computer-aided drawings to demonstrate all the
options and show you how they will look in your home.
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grey. If these suit the colour scheme for your home then these doors are
usually available to be installed in about three weeks.
 But it is now possible to get a finish in whatever colour you want – including
with wood effects – as you can see from the swatch below.
 So if you want the doors to match your garden furniture or just simply have
to have bright red doors in your life, then that is what you can get.
 And you can also have them coated in two colours, so that you can have one
side match the décor of the interior of your home and the other for outside.
 However, you are likely to have to pay more for the non-standard colours and
will have to wait a little longer until they are available to be installed.
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The glass used in bi-fold doors is usually clear to give a stunning view of
the outside. It’s why most people have the doors installed after all.
 You can, however, upgrade the specification to a higher grade glass with
solar control to reduce the glare from the sun. This is a particularly good
idea for South-facing doors with a large surface area of glass to avoid
turning your home in to a greenhouse.
 Solar control glass significantly reduces heat radiation and can eliminate
the need for air conditioning.
 Another solution is to opt for internal blinds that sit within the glass units
and are operated by remote control – the offer of privacy and solar control
at the touch of a button.
 The standard glass supplied by Rayleigh Glass is 28mm thick clear,
toughened, soft-coat glass filled with argon gas to increase energy
efficiency.
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Quality manufacturers such as those mentioned earlier in this guide invest
heavily in testing their products to ensure they are safe, secure and
resistant to the harshest of weather conditions.
 When selecting your manufacturer, you should look out for the following
information and images to prove the doors you are buying conform to
current regulations and achieve the high performance standards you would
expect for your investment.

 Buyers should also research the specification of the locks that suppliers
provide as standard. You want to be getting multi-point locking with
shoot-bolts for optimum security. Ensure the doors you are buying are
security tested to at least PAS24 standard.
 Rayleigh Glass offers Ultion’s Solid Diamond Secured 3-Star Cylinder
lock with all its bi-fold doors, with an enhanced security specification
optional.
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It is vital that you choose a company with proven credentials in installing
bi-fold doors specifically. An experienced company will ensure the doors
are well fitted and set up correctly so that the doors work as the
manufacturer intended them to.
 Remember that when installing the doors, the fitters often have to remove
brickwork from your home so checking they are experienced and
qualified to do so is essential.
 Ask friends and family for recommendations, go online to see which
companies operate in your area and find reviews and testimonials to help
you make your decision.
 The company should be FENSA registered and remember to check your
intended supplier holds the proper liability insurance. You may also want
to discuss the payment and finance options available.
 Also check what guarantees are in place in case there are any problems.
Rayleigh Glass offers a 10-year parts and labour guarantee in addition to
those given by the manufacturer.
 Lastly, we would advise that you speak to more than one company before
making any decisions. Check all the above to ensure they can deliver
exactly what you want and get written quotes from each company you
speak to. This will help you compile a comprehensive file that will allow
you to make an informed decision and find the best solution for you.
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